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laid it Home upon the 
Confeience of the Diffenters, 
as you vindicated your own Jnnocency, and 
the Sincerity of your Intentions towards them. 


Country-man. [: your laft, AZafer, you 


(1.) But ther is one Great Clamour they 
have againft the Doltrin you have laid 
down, which Raifes fuch Prejudice. in the 
Minds of many, that if you cannot Re- 
_ move it, all you have faid wil be Ineffectu- 
al; and tho’. they cannot Anjwer you, yet 
they will, ftill Oppofe you. They fay, that 


by your Argument all the Foraign Refor- |, 


med Churches which have not Bifhops are 
Un-Church’d, and put out of the Fold of 
CHRIST’s Flock. Which ‘is fo very Uncha- 
ritable, and of. fuch Dangerous Confequence 
to the Reformation, that if ‘you fhou’d bring 
a Thoufand Demonffrations to Support ‘it, 
they will not Receive it.. 

Rehearjal. Lhave {poke before of the Re- 
form’d Churches abroad which are not Epi/- 
copal, and ‘yet are not -Anri-Epifcopal, that 
is, whofe Principles are not againft Epi/copaty ; 
but their Circumftances, the frame of the Civ! 
Government where they are, a 
Necefities they’ lie under, they fay, hinders 
them from having it. But that they highly 
Approve it; and wifh they might have it. 
As I have thew’d from Calvin, and others 
of the firft ‘Reformers, andefrom the Church 
and VUniverfity of Geneva atthis Day. Who 
Condemn our Diffenters, and even Anathema- 
tize them, for fetting up again{t Epifcopacy, 
and making a ‘Separation in England fromit. 

(2-) Now if the Neceffity, of thefe Foraiga 
Churches be Really agd Truly as they Pre- 
tend, which. they muft knew better than 
we, great Adomance will be, made for the. 
Cafe of Necefity, as of David's eating the 
Shew-Bread, which otherwife had been. Pre- 
fumpruons in him,~ and a Siz. And the 
Countenance which our Diffenters Plead from 


and’ other |} 


thefe Foraign Churches, is the fame as if 
from this Example of David others fhou’d 
have fet up a Principle, that the Shew-Bread 
was no more Aaiow’d than any other Bread, 
and that it was Lawful for’any, andavith- 
out any Neceffity, to Profane the Temple, and 
Eat of that Bread which it was not Law- 
fulto Eat, but for the Priefs only. Is it 
not the fame, that froma Neceffity, pleaded 
in Geneva &c. our Diffenters, without any Ne- 
‘ceffity, Renounce and Difown Epifcopacy in it 
felf, and for Epi/copacy fake? 


(3.) But now to put the Cafe to the ut- 
moft Extremity, fuppofe thefe Reform’d 
Churches fhou’d, like our Diffenters, give up 
ithe Plea of Wecefity, and ftand it out again{t 
Epifcopacy upon a Principle, as Un-Scripturat, 
as an Ufurpation, and Confequently as Antic 
Chriffian. Put the Cafe thus, and what wou’d 
‘be the Confequence? Muft the Demonftration 

of Epifcopacy from the Beginning fall tothe 
Ground, becaufe fo Many had Departed 
from it, in thefe later Ages? Muft all the 
Churches in the World be given up in favour 
' of the Calvimiffs? For that is the Cafe. All 
others are FEpi/copal, and ever have been fo. 
And what Proportion do’s the Calvini/t 
Church bear to all the Cherches in the Chri- 
ftian World? Not fo much asa A4ole-Hid to 
a Mountain. Which then muft give Place ? 





Wou’d you throw down ‘a Mountain to make 
Room for a. Aole-Hill? Wou'd you throw 
down. all Antiquity, to make Room for a 
very Modern Novelty ?“Wou'd you Reject 
the Example. of the firft 1500 years, to 
Countenance a late Up:ftart in the two lait 
Centuries? If fo, let us have'a Care how we 
can Defend the Creed, the Authority of the 
Holy Scriptures, or any Article of the Chriftian 
Faith! For do we Believe them any other- 
wife than as Handed down to us all the 
way from Chrift and fis Apeftles, as the De- 
étrin which was once Deliver’d ro the Saints! 


(4.) 






































































































(4) Country-m. But you woud not put 
the Faith and the Dottrize of Chrift, upon 
the fame Level with Epifcopacy ? 

Rehearf, Whatever the Jmportance of the 
one or the other may be; the Evidence for 
them is, the fame. Andy in one Point 


ftronger for Epifoopacy, as being {Matter of 


Government, which is more Obvious to the 
Norice of men, and any Change or Alteration 
in it. more Obfervable than in Doétrins or 
Opinions. Tho’ as I told you before, Do- 
éirins may become Faé#s, and Proveable the 
{ame way; asit is now a Matter of Fait 
whether fuich and flich Doérins are Profefs’d 
in the Church of England, what Books are 
in the Canon of the Holy Scriptures allow’d 
by her, &c. And thus the Faith and Chrifti- 
au Doftrin is Prov’'d throughout all the 
Ages fince Chrift. We fee what the Faith 
was which was all along Profefs’d in the 
Churcks And thus we Detect the Novel 
Doétrins of Rome, and of the Seétaries a- 


mong, uss 


(s.) Thus much as to the Evidence of Epif- 
copacys. But. now as to the Jwsportance of it. 
Ther is nothing of more Importance to any 
Society than Government. It is Neceffary, and 
of the very Effence of a Society, without 
which no Number of Men cou’d be a So- 
ciety. Therefore Government is Abfolutely 
Neceffary, and the moft of any other thing, 

‘to the Church, as a Church, that is, as a So- 

ciety. And the Prefervation of the Faith and 
Doétrin of the Charch, depends, under God, 
moft Chiefly in the Support of the Govern. 
ment of the Church, that is, in fupporting 
her as a Society. Whence fhe is call’d in 
Scripture the Pillar and Ground of the Truth. 
And where her Diciplin fails, ther is an 
open Door for all Errors and Herefies to 
Creep: in, as the Experience of our own as 
well as of foymer Ages has InftruGed us. 
And as it is in all other Governments, the 
Laws lofe their force, and are forgotten, 
where the Power of the Governors is Cramp’d 
and Over-Aw’d. 


(6) Conntry-m. But the Differters have Go- 
vernment in what they call their Churches, 
for they are Societies, and, as you fay, every 
Society mult have Government, — 

Rehearf. As every Society muft have Go- 
vermment, 10 no Society or Corporation can have 
any other than what is Preferib'd to them 
by their Charter, Granted to them by the 
firft: Inftitutor and Founder ot. their Corpo- 
ration. : 

Suppofe a AZobb fhou’d Rife up in Lon- 
dom, and Suppefe. fome of the Common- 
Council or Aldermen: fhou’d, Join with them, 
and they fhou’d make a new Regulation of 
their Charter, and inftead of One Lord Mayor 
fhon’d fet up Ter, and make a new Di- 


againft fuch a Corporation, who / 

no Authority but their own, and eae 
Alter’d, that is, Annull’d the Charter he — 
given them? For all Authority mutt be be 
riv’d from fome Superior, till we come i 
| God himfelf; from whom all Ayeho:; " 
Heaven and Earth is Derivd. Ajj rs ay 
Authority is Rebellion againft God, and Ula ' 
ing of his Prerogative. ‘ 
' Af Korab had Prevail’d again& Aaron ther 
had been Government ftill, and it had been 
only Changing. the. Obj, that Korah had 
been the Aigh-Prieft inftead oF “Agron 
and who knows bit he > was ~as Capes 
ble of it as .darov, and as Good a Man. 
bating his Rebellion? But you fee how Gog 
Judg’d this Cafe, and, that it. was over-tur. 
ning all Government by taking it. off its true 


God, and Subfifting upon Ais Anthority. 

Country-m. This indeed is a Parallel Cafe 
to that of Presbyters throwing off their Bj- 
Shops, and fetting up a New Government and 
a new Regulation of their own. And by 
the fame Rule that they Broke ‘off from 
their Bifseps, others Broke. off from them, 
and wou’d have neither Bifhopsnor Presbyters, 
but every .14an, Woman and Child took up. 
on them the Sacred Office, and thought it no 
Ufurpation | 

Rehearf. The Priefts of Feroboam tiad God 
vernment, And they were Ten to Two of the 
Tribes, Yet the Ten were the. Schifmaticks, 
becaufe they did it in Oppofition to that 
Prefthood which Ged had Ordained. So that 
we are not to Reckon the Truth by Num- 
bers, Elfe A4ahomet wou'd have the. Beté 
ter of Chriftianity. But thank God the Pres- 
byterians have not yet that Argument to 
Bragg. of. 


ADVERTISEMENTS: 


Advertifements for this Paper are taken in at Rea: 
focable Rates by F. Morpbhew near Statieners-Hall. 


HE Deifts Manual: ora Rational Enquiry into 
the Chriftiaa Religion. with fome Contidera- 
tions on Mr. Hobbs, Spinofa, the Oracles of Reafon, 
Second Thougsts, Sc. by C. Gildan, Gent. Publifhet 
of the Oracles of Reafon. To which is prefix’d a 
Letter from che Author of the Method with the Deifts. 

He Prefent State of the Court of Rome: Or the 
Lives of the Prefent Pope. Clement X]. and of 
the prefent College of Cardinals, Written Original- 
ly in. Italian, by a Gentleman belonging to the Court 
of Rome, and newly Tranflated into Englifh from the 
Ttalian Manufcript, never as yet made Publick. With 
a Preface by the Publifher; containing fome few Re- 
marks on the Rife and Nature of the College of Car- 
dinals, on the Maxims. of their Government, and a 
fhyrt Account of the prefent Pope’s Elevation to the 
Papacy, and of thé mioft remarkable Occurrences in 
his Péntificate. 
‘TL’ Paul no mover of Sedition, or a Brief Vindicati- 
on of that Apoftle, from the Falfe and Difingenuous 
Expofition of Mr+ Hoadly, ina Sermon preach’d before 
the Lord Mayor on Rom. Xiii. v. 1. 





vifion of their Wards, and fet over them 


The. Reafonablenefs of # Toleration enquir’d into 


whom they pleas’d; and if this fhou’d Pre- ; purely on Church Principles in fevéral’ Letters. 


vail. for many years together, wou’d all this 
make them a Lawful Government ? Might 
not the Kixg juftly bring a Gyo Warranto | 
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